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As bowhunters we create memories of a lifetime in the release of an arrow and the click of a camera.  However, there is a very thin line between a carefully composed trophy photo and an unusable, tongue-sticking-out- blood-everywhere photo in the back of a dirty pickup truck.  The following tips will help ensure your trophy photos can be safely shared with friends and family, be submitted for use by magazines and remember that outdoor experience in a positive light for a lifetime.
*Become familiar with your camera before the hunt.  When the trophy is on the ground is not the time to try to figure out how to make the flash work.  Digital point and shoot cameras tend to be easier for you and your friends to use and most current models produce quality results.
*Always have your camera with you.  You likely won’t regret carrying it, but you will regret leaving it behind.  Always have a spare set of batteries and spare digital media card available.  Lithium-Ion batteries are lighter than standard batteries.  If you hunt alone a small, packable tri-pod like the Gorilla Pod is recommended.  Put all these things on your equipment list so you don’t forget them.  
*Always shoot the photo with the sun to the photographer’s back and the subject facing the sun.  Ball caps often create face shadows – remove the caps or use the camera’s flash to correct.  

*Take trophy photos before field-dressing in a natural setting near the kill site, but away from large blood spots.  Avoid buildings, cars and other unnatural objects as backgrounds as well as the backs of trucks and the game gambrel.  

*Stick the tongue back in or cut it off.  Carry a small rag or towel (or use grass and leaves) to clean up blood around the mouth and entrance/exit wounds.  Remove any protruding arrows or broadheads.   If possible, bend the animal’s front legs and feet under the brisket and position the rear legs under the abdomen in a similar natural position.  Position your body behind the animal.    
*Clear all grass, twigs, etc. from the area in front of the animal.
*Avoid placing hands in the foreground or on the forward portion of the rack or head – the hands will look oversized, may obscure part of the rack and will distract from the animal.  For instance cradle a whitetail’s rack with palms or finger tips on both sides near the back.

*When composing the picture leave an amount of “negative” (clear) space around the hunter and animal to allow for proportional cropping later on (shoot wide, crop later).

*Take several photos from multiple angles with and without flash and review those to make sure the desired results are obtained.  Shots from a low-camera position enhance the animal’s size.  It is impossible to take too many photos with a digital camera.
Trophy Photo Tips








